
 
 

Update on possible reopening  
 

15th May 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 

Re: update on possible reopening of schools from 1st June 
 

Thank you for your patience while we waited for further information on reopening schools 
– the government has now published more guidance, and we summarise what we know 
so far below.  
 
To recap, if the government thinks it’s safe, schools will reopen from 1 June to reception, 
year 1 and year 6 pupils.  
 
We are in the process of preparing detailed plans to make sure we can safely welcome, 
some or all of these year groups back.  It has to be safe for us to start the phased 
reopening of the school. Precautions we will be taking include:  
  

• Limiting class sizes 

• Distancing strategies for entering and moving around school 

• Increased hand washing  

• Increased cleaning  

• Staggering break times, drop-off and pick up times  

• Adjusted school timetable to account for the mix of school based learning and 
home based learning provisions  

• Keeping pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home 

• Taking account of who can and cannot be in school due to underlying health 
conditions  

If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, 
they should not come back to school and should continue home learning.  

If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should 
follow medical advice to decide if they should come back to school.  

Please refer to government guidance for further details of these groups. (This also applies 
to school staff.)  

Govt guidance In summary, clinically vulnerable people are those who are: 

• aged 70 or older (regardless of medical conditions) 

• under 70 with an underlying health condition listed below (that is, anyone instructed to 
get a flu jab each year on medical grounds): 

• chronic (long-term) mild to moderate respiratory diseases, such as asthma, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), emphysema or bronchitis 

• chronic heart disease, such as heart failure 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#shielded-and-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people


 
 
 

• chronic kidney disease 

• chronic liver disease, such as hepatitis 

• chronic neurological conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone disease, 
multiple sclerosis (MS), or cerebral palsy 

• diabetes 

• a weakened immune system as the result of certain conditions, treatments like 
chemotherapy, or medicines such as steroid tablets 

• being seriously overweight (a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or above) If you have any of the 
following health conditions, you are clinically vulnerable, meaning you are at higher risk of 
severe illness from coronavirus.  

• pregnant women 

You are advised to stay at home as much as possible and, if you do go out, take particular care to 
minimise contact with others outside your household. People with serious underlying health 
conditions may be at very high risk of severe illness from coronavirus. You, your family and carers 
should be aware of the guidance on shielding which provides information on how to protect 
yourself and family still further should you wish to. 

 
I want to reassure you again that we won’t be pressuring parents to send your children to 
school – you know what’s best for your child’s health and wellbeing and that of your 
family. 
 
We’ll provide you with more details once we have completed the necessary risk 
assessments. This includes knowing the staffing capacity from June to manage the 
increased health and safety expectations outlined above.  Just like so many of our 
families, Stewart Headlam staff have equally been significantly affected by the virus and 
shielding expectations.   
 
Once the risk assessment has been approved by our Federation Governors on Thursday 
evening next week we will advise you of the phased reopening plans and possible 
arrangements for reopening in the coming weeks, so you can make the appropriate 
decision for your child/ren to return if in one of the priority year groups. 
 
Please be reminded that in the meantime, the school is still making E1 Hub provision for 
vulnerable pupils and the children of critical workers. Until we’re told it’s safe to do so, 
we’re unable to provide places for other children.  
 
We’ll keep you updated once we know more about when the school will be able to 
reopen for other year groups. For pupils at home, we’ll continue to support you and your 
child with home learning, and FSM voucher support for those eligible and named on our 
system. Please look at the school website and home learning information on blogs and 
linked website pages. There is a lot of information and lesson guidance to support.  
 
On Monday we will be surveying parents in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 about the 
possible return to school provision at Stewart Headlam. If you have any questions about 
the phased reopening of schools or wish to briefly comment please email them to 
admin@stewartheadlam.towerhamlets.sch.uk. by Monday. We will not respond 

mailto:admin@stewartheadlam.towerhamlets.sch.uk


 
 
 

individually but will collate the questions and respond in a letter to all parents early next 
week.  
 
For the moment we know people want more details from the Chief Medical Officer and 
DfE about the science and evidence for a safe return to schools to reassure staff, 
parents and pupils. This should happen later today and over the weekend. I am sure this 
will help all schools and parents plan to make informed safe decisions.  
  
Kind regards   
 
Cathy Gillespie 
 Headteacher. 
 


